
Tragic interactions in Imperial literature (70-235 CE)  
 
The proposed panel explores the transformations of tragedy in literary communities across the Roman 
empire, from the Flavian to the Severan dynasty (70-235 CE), a period of intense expansion and 
diversification within the empire. As Ruth Webb has recently detailed (2018), Classical Greek tragedy 
enjoyed a prevailing and diverse role in Imperial culture, both on the stage and on the page, and 
particularly (and perhaps for obvious reasons) in Greek Second Sophistic texts, where authors looked 
to the cultural legacy of Classical Athens to articulate the notion of ‘being Greek under Rome’ (Goldhill 
2001).  
 
The aim of this panel is to build upon Webb’s important study and to examine cross-cultural interactions 
with Greek tragedy in the nominated period, but with a view to pushing beyond exclusively Greek 
cultural contexts, and expanding into the recasting of tragedy by different cultural groups, including 
(e.g.) Latin-speaking Romans, Christians, pepaideumenoi, non-elites. It hopes to establish tragedy as 
an inherited textual and performative mode through which a wide range of communities articulated 
their own ideas, values and identities, and affinity/distance with those of others. Further to this, it also 
hopes to establish how the idea of Classical Greek tragedy in Imperial literature was entangled with its 
iteration and reception in Hellenistic Greece, and in Republican and Julio-Claudian Rome.   
 
We hope to solicit papers from different disciplines on a broad range of topics, and on different authors, 
genres and forms, cultural contexts, and communities that help us to move beyond familiar narratives 
and dichotomies (Greek/Roman, elite/non-elite, literary/performance) and an atomised model of 
Imperial literary culture predicated on notions of Greek cultural capital and Roman imperial power.   
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