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Apuleius’ novel the Metamorphoses has been shown to engage meaningfully with a wide 
variety of Latin and Greek literary works and genres; scholars have underlined connections 
with, for instance, Latin epic poetry (Finkelpearl (1998); Harrison (2013)); Latin elegiac 
poetry and specifically Ovid (Hindermann (2009)); Latin drama (May (2006)); rhetorical 
speeches (Costantini 2021). On the Greek side, connections with Greek philosophy and 
especially Plato have been underlined (e.g. Dowden (2006); Tilg (2014)) as well as possible 
allusions to Hellenistic poetry (Graverini (2006)). In terms of fictional narratives in prose, 
research has focused on the links between the Metamorphoses and Milesiaka (e.g. Harrison 
(1998); Mason (1999)) and on its inscription within the tradition of Ass-narratives in Greek 
(e.g. Mason (1999)). 

One genre which has been all but neglected in a consideration of Apuleius’ 
omnivorous intertextuality is the Greek love novel. Similarities consisting of broad narrative 
patterns, narrative technique and themes have been considered (e.g. Paschalis et al. 2007), but 
advances in the dating of the Greek novels mean that we can be confident that Chariton and 
Achilles Tatius wrote earlier than Apuleius, with Xenophon of Ephesus’ and Longus’ novels 
also possibly being available to him. Therefore, building on suggestions such as those made 
by Repath (2000) and Graverini (2009), this panel aims to provide detailed and systematic 
analysis of Apuleius’ direct engagement with particular extant examples of the Greek novel. 
It will consider such aspects as the use of names; ecphrasis and its relationship to the wider 
narrative; characterisation; the use of mythological traditions; and types of narrative and 
narration. It will contribute to the underexplored topics of intrageneric intertextuality and the 
reception of ancient Greek love novels in Imperial Greek and Latin literature, and help us to 
understand better the interactions between the Metamorphoses and its cultural context. The 
panel aims to address questions such as the following: 

- With which novels does Apuleius’ novel interact? 
- Which passages in the Metamorphoses engage with the novels? 
- What are the functions of this intertextuality? 
- How does this engagement enrich the interpretation of the Metamorphoses or of the 
Greek novels? 
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