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In recent years there has been growing interest in vulnerable populations in 

antiquity who suffered, or who were likely to suffer, social exclusion in socio-

economic, legal or ethical terms. See, for example, 

https://www.mmu.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2022-05/Bibliography on poverty and 

vulnerability in ancient Greece.pdf . This panel will explore the discursive aspect of 

vulnerability in Greek oratorical texts from classical and postclassical antiquity. It 

will consider above all the question of how and how far the perception and 

experience of various types of vulnerability, such as socio-economic, legal, physical, 

emotional or intellectual, were reflected, debated, mitigated or disparaged in the 

public agenda of classical and post-classical Greek-speaking antiquity in various 

political, social and cultural milieux. In other words, we aim to investigate by using 

various approaches the use and abuse of this multifaceted notion in public discourse 

in the classical and postclassical Greek world, in the hope of contributing to the 

study of vulnerability in antiquity. 

Topics of interest in the oratorical texts concerned include, but are not limited to: 

rhetorical exploitation of temporal, spatial and social aspects of vulnerability 

aged, gendered, ethnic experiences of vulnerability 

relation to civic ideology, political propaganda and patronage 

value-laden narratives on vulnerability 

stereotypical notions about vulnerability/invulnerability 

victimisation of individuals and groups 

the vulnerable “powerful” 

self-advertised vulnerability 

https://www.mmu.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2022-05/Bibliography%20on%20poverty%20and%20vulnerability%20in%20ancient%20Greece.pdf
https://www.mmu.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2022-05/Bibliography%20on%20poverty%20and%20vulnerability%20in%20ancient%20Greece.pdf


display of emotions related to vulnerability 

comic, tragic and mythological elements in the public discourse on vulnerability 

metaphorical language for vulnerability and relevant rhetorical topoi 

 

We exclude slavery from the subjects covered by the panel, since slaves intrinsically 

constitute the most vulnerable population group in antiquity, which requires special 

discussion in a separate conference panel. 

Confirmed speakers:  

Mike Edwards (Royal Holloway, University of London) 

Allison Glazebrook (Brock University) 

Konstantinos Kapparis (University of Florida) 

Adele Scafuro (Brown University) 

Lieve Van Hoof (Ghent University) 

Edward Watts (University of California San Diego) 

 

Panel Organizers: 

Rosalia Hatzilambrou            Grammatiki Karla 

Associate Professor in Classics, NKUA      Associate Professor in Classics, NKUA 

rosahatz@phil.uoa.gr             gkarla@phil.uoa.gr 

 

The Celtic Conference provides panels with up to 16 hours of papers and discussion 

across four days. For this panel we are asking for papers of approximately 35 

minutes in length, with c. 10 minutes for questions and discussion.  Papers may be in 

either English or French.  

Please submit an abstract of maximum 400 words and a proposed title by 

January 31, 2023. Please include your institutional affiliation. Titles and abstracts 

should be emailed to both Rosalia Hatzilambrou (rosahatz@phil.uoa.gr) and 

Grammatiki Karla (gkarla@phil.uoa.gr). Applicants will be notified of the panel’s 

decision shortly thereafter. 

 

For more information about the Celtic Conference in Classics: 

https://cechfluc.wixsite.com/ccclassics2023 
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