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   Pyrrhus is remembered as the last surviving, significant kinsman of Alexander the Great, 

and for invading Italy and twice defeating the Romans but suffering heavy losses, hence the 

expression “a pyrrhic victory.”  This fascinating, if quixotic king suddenly changed his agenda in 

early 280, when he left Macedon and Greece to Lysimachus and launched a new adventure into 

the West, like two earlier Epirote kings, making war first on Rome, then on Carthage.  Whether 

he was planning to avenge, Alexander I (“the Molossian”), after whom he named a son, remains 

to be resolved.  Plutarch regarded Pyrrhus as a sufficiently dashing and fascinating to include 

him in Parallel Lives, but his Greek and Roman sources present very differently pictures of the 

Epirote king.  Greek historians considered Pyrrhus just another opportunistic king, a shark in the 

fierce half century after the death of Alexander the Great, but to Romans, who wished to elevate 

their own status by showing what a formidable opponent they had fought, he was a chivalrous 

and worthy adversary.  Livy claimed the Romans of 320 BC would have defeated Alexander, but 

in truth, they had a very difficult time with Pyrrhus, who defeated them at Heraclea and Asculum 

and almost won at Beneventum but had to settle for a draw. 

   The Pyrrhus Study Group will analyze his potential, his plans, his successes, his failures, 

and his unfulfilled ambitions at CCC 2023 in Coimbra.  We will divide Pyrrhus’s career into 

three major phases, Pyrrhus the Diadochos – during which he contended mainly with 

Lysimachus, the Antipatrids, and Demetrius Poliorcetes, Pyrrhus in the West – when he invaded 

Italy and fought Rome and Carthage, and The Last Years of Pyrrhus – his return to Epirus, 

reconquest of Macedon, and demise in Argos.  Confirmed participants include Patrick Kent, 

Fernando Lopez Sanchez, Elena Santagati, and Nick Sekunda. 

   We welcome additional submissions on any Pyrrhus topic and invite other researchers to 

join us, especially those who can employ archaeology, material culture, or other disciplines in 

their papers.  Please submit abstracts (in English) of fewer than 300 words before 20 February 

2023 to both Gaius Stern gaius@berkeley.edu and Rolf Strootman R.Strootman@uu.nl with 

the word PYRRHUS in the subject line.  Papers should be 20 minutes in length with or without 

illustrations.  We recommend papers be delivered in English to maximize communication.  

Ultimately, we plan to publish an anthology exploring Pyrrhus’s career ahead of the 2300th 

anniversary of his death.   


