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Famed for its horse-breeding and agricultural affluence, Thessaly was known throughout antiquity as a strong 

political and economic power, capable of wielding significant influence in the Greek mainland. Foundational 

heroes, essential for Hellenic identity, such as Jason and Achilles, called its lands home. As a region, Thessaly 

was therefore of paramount importance to both the history and mythology of the Hellenes. But of course it was 

much more than just a passing reference for a mythological past, or a region with unfulfilled potential until the 

Macedonian conquest. Its vibrancy and distinctiveness, ranging from the magoules to local cults and rituals, to its 

fascinating characters in charge of affairs such as the tagos, demonstrate the region deserves attention for its cultic 

topography, its political affiliations and its civic structures.  

 Recent years have witnessed an increased interest in the local, from a cultic, political and cultural point 

of view, as well as an appreciation of the interplay between humans and their environment, both the imagined and 

the physical. This panel will try to recapture that ancient quotidian life and interaction by analysing the 

archaeology and history of Thessaly from a diachronic and multidisciplinary perspective. That allows for a wide 

spread of diverging papers and subjects to be tackled, in combination with a variety of methodologies. To achieve 

this, we adopt different perspectives to investigate ancient Thessaly. Examples for topics can include: 

 

1. Ancient Mythology and genealogical connections across Greece 

2. Ritualistic landscapes that also incorporate GIS-mapping or viewsheds 

3. Engagement with the natural environment, as seen in the cultic topography or the resiliency of societies 

4. Political structures and history of Thessaly  

5. Approaches to federalism in Thessaly 

 

Confirmed speakers: 

 

Emma Aston (University of Reading) 

Roy van Wijk (WWU Münster) 

Adam Wiznura (University of Groningen) 

Rolf Strootman (Utrecht University) 

Gino Canlas (University of British Columbia) 

Margriet Haagsma (University of Alberta) 

Elena Franchi (University of Trento) 

Rosie Mack (University of Reading) 

Richard Bouchon (Université de Lyon 2) 

 



Those interested in taking part are asked to send a title and a short abstract (max. 250 words) to Roy van Wijk 

(r.vanwijk@uni-muenster.de) and Emma Aston (e.m.m.aston@reading.ac.uk) by February 1st. Notice of 

acceptance will be given by the beginning of March. 

 

Papers will be of 30 minutes’ duration, with 20 minutes for discussion. 


