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In the pre-technological societies of the ancient world humanity lived closely with non-

human animals, a proximity which favored observation and the inclusion of animals in 

complex human meaning-making systems. While we may set the animal entity at the 

center of the discussion, awareness about human-animal relations depends strongly on 

the focus of the human observer. Therefore, to reflect on animal nature and to approach 

cultural representations of animals is also to test and problematize the boundaries and 

biases of the human gaze itself. 

Testifying to the importance of human-animal interactions, ancient Mediterranean 

cultures produced texts - including literature, mythology, historiography, philosophy and 

epigraphy - and visual art which highlight the ways in which animals reflected and shaped 

human behaviour, collective and individual, and cultural and moral life. At the same time 

this human perspective on animals varies according to the observer’s purpose and frame 

of reception, the circumstances of observation and contact, and the utility and status of 

the animal. By creating a deeper understanding of ancient animal-human 

interconnectivity, the panel will highlight the interdependence of humans with these 

‘animal others’, foregrounding the animal inhabitants of antiquity, and fostering a more 

balanced and equitable view of animals and humans. 

The Panel Animal Culture and Animal Behaviour in the Ancient World invites papers 

which reflect on the relationship between animal and human across a wide spectrum. The 

following themes are particularly welcomed: 

• The domestic animal in human culture 

• Animal and human biology and physiology 

• Animal behaviour: representations and testimonies  

• Animals and ecology 



• Animals and the idea of the exotic 

Format: Papers should be 40 minutes in duration. The conference will be held in a face-

to-face format, though virtual presentation is possible with the agreement of the panel 

convenors. 

Accepted languages: English, French and Spanish 

Deadline for paper proposals: 20th February 2023 

Information on the Conference: https://cechfluc.wixsite.com/ccclassics2023 

All members of each panel are required to pay the Registration Fee. 

 

Panel Convenors: 

Paula Barata Dias is an assistant professor at the Faculty of Arts of the University of 

Coimbra, of the Classical Studies group; integrated researcher at the CECH-UC. She has 

published more than fifty works, including articles in specialized magazines, parts of 

books and books. Her main research fields are: patristic Greek and Latin authors; Pre-

benedictine monastic rules; Late Antiquity and High Middle Age; Food history and 

cultures; Religion studies; Animals, nature and symbolism 

Sian Lewis is the co-author of The Culture of Animals in Antiquity and has a particular 

interest in animal-human relationships in antiquity. Her current research project examines 

regional variation in animal populations in the ancient Greek world and its influence on 

social structures. She is Senior Lecturer in Ancient History at the University of St 

Andrews. 


